
In this issue: 

Summer Reading 

Extravaganza: 

1 

Student Essay 1 

Principal's Corner 2 

Student Essay 2 

Dates to Remember 2 

Robotics  2 

Parent Information: 

  

2 

We have started talking to kids about Wyeast's summer reading program. Just like last year we 

will be having a summer reading extravaganza on the last day of school. Kids were given 

applications for library cards several weeks ago and asked to have you sign them and turn them 

in. Many students did that and they will be able to download free e-books on their phone using 

the Media Overdrive app and their Hood River County Library Card. The Hood River County 

Young Adult Librarian will be here on the last day of school to make a presentation about their 

summer reading program, hand out library cards, and assist kids in checking out e-books.  For 

those students who  once had a library card we encouraged them to call the library and write 

down their card # and pin #. Both numbers are necessary to download free books.  

 

We are also blessed, as we have applied to receive free books from the First Book organization. 

All 6th and 7th graders will be able to receive a free book and check out one book from a teacher 

or the Wyeast library on the last day of school. They will also be given three book slips so that they can show 

their understanding of their books. They are required to turn in these book slips to their reading teacher next 

year. Those who follow through will be able to enjoy free periods, an ice cream social and will be entered into a 

drawing for great prizes. Those who don't will be reading during the fun free periods. Don't let your kid miss out 

on the fun: help them to read over the summer and fill out their book slip. 

Summer Reading Extravaganza:  
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EAGLE QUARTERLY INSIGHTS 

Student Essay ; Plast ic  Sporks  

Jason Barr inger ,  8th grade  

It’s no secret that all of the pollution and garbage strewn across the environment is a big problem. Hundreds of thou-

sands of animals die every year, simply due to the incredible amount of plastic and garbage thrown into the environment. By re-

placing their plastic sporks with metal utensils, Wy’East Middle School alone can prevent massive amounts of pollution that can 

harm the environment and everything that lives in it. 

Of course, plastic, single use utensils may be cheaper than their metal counterpart, and metal forks require water to 

wash and frequent replacements for those bent or broken by students. However, the cost to the environment is much greater than 

the cost of this new cutlery. Many schools across the U.S. have already stopped their unhealthy use of plastic sporks, including 

some right here in our very district, and we can become one of them. 

Garbage is everywhere: in massive heaps on land and swirling masses in the ocean, and about 210,000 plastic sporks, 

bags and straws are being added to this every year by Wy’East alone. When multiplied by the 98,817 schools in the U.S. as of 2010, 

all of this plastic, stretched end to end, is over 200,000 miles long. That means it could go around the earth eight times.  This mas-

sive amount of garbage isn’t recycled; it’s thrown away, and it is currently floating in oceans and sitting in landfills. Of course, this 

amount of garbage isn’t actually thrown away each year, the amount of schools that have already discontinued use of plastic sporks 

has cut down this number by a lot, but it is still huge. Many people think that this plastic will just “go away”, but it isn’t biodegrada-

ble, which means that it will just sit there for longer than we live. It can’t “go away” because there is no “away”. 

We can’t remove all of the plastic that is already in the environment, but we can prevent more from entering. Lots of 

schools across the U.S. have already stopped using plastic sporks, and they have no trouble paying for the metal alternatives. If one 

school in our district can remove plastic sporks from their lunchrooms, why can’t they all? Plus, the amount of garbage thrown into 

the ocean doesn’t just sit there. The sun and the water break it down into pieces small enough for birds and fish to eat. The chemi-

cals in this plastic are then passed up the food chain until it isn’t only the oceanic wildlife that is affected by these chemicals, but us 

as well. These chemicals can include Biphenol A (BPA), and Phthalates, both of which can lead to breast cancer and affect the 

brain and behavior of fetuses, infants and young children.  

Lots of schools across the U.S. have already switched from plastic sporks over to their metal alternatives, with their 

plastic waste reduced by significant amounts, but not all of them. Tons of sporks are being thrown into the environment every 

year, and they are harming our natural ecosystem. If Wy’East stops using them, 70,000 sporks that would have 

been simply thrown away will stay out of our oceans and landfills. This isn’t the cure to pollution, nor does it stop 

all plastic sporks from harming the environment, but change needs to start somewhere, and Wy’East might just be 

that somewhere. 

We NEED YOU to volunteer 

only one day out of the 

school year for  2 hours to be 

a positive role model for our 

students.  We are looking 

adults who wish to help our 

students’ transition into 

successful                      

academic citizens.   

We are hoping you will be 

willing to join us at school 

for a positive experience! 

 

To share a photo of Wy’east 

students participating in a 

sports event or other 

activities please email your 

photos to 

wyeastpics@gmail.com 
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We’re on the Web!

www.hoodriver.k12.or.us 

Tel: (541) 354-1548 

Fax: (541) 354-5120 

E-mail: Patricia Cooper 

patricia.cooper@hoodriver.k12.or.us 

WY’EAST 

Middle School 

TODAY A READER. 

TOMORROW  

A LEADER 

Please let us know if you wish to 

receive our newsletter by email. 

DATES TO REMEMBER:  

Science and engineering  

is only for boys?   

We think NOT! 

Three girls are engineering 

a search and rescue drone 

in Robotics with               

Mr. Getchis.   

They are listening to music 

on a device  amplifier they 

designed in Maker 8.     

August  27th:  August  27th:  August  27th:     

RegistrationRegistrationRegistration   
   

September 8th:   September 8th:   September 8th:      

Web Day 6th GradersWeb Day 6th GradersWeb Day 6th Graders   

The Healthy, Hungry-Free Act of 2010 establishes requirements for conducting outreach to households on the availability 

of Summer Food Service Program meals.  This provision requires schools to inform eligible families on the availability and 

location of free meals for students when the regular school year ends.   

Summer meals at no charge for children 1-18 years of age will be served at:  Mid Valley Elementary , 3686 Davis Drive 

   June 29th-July 21st  Meal Times:  Breakfast 7:15 - 8:00 Lunch: 10:55-12:00 

Principa l ’s  Corner  

Student  Essay ;  Our  P last ic  Problem  

Daniela  Val le ,  8th grade  

 The average American throws away 185 pounds of plastic a year, and quite a lot of it drifts into our 

oceans. Our Increased consumption of plastic endangers our ocean life and environment, therefore plastic bags 

should be taxed or banned in the town of Hood River. 

 No other material comes close to that of plastic. It’s strong, malleable, and versatile. Plastic is inexpen-

sive and convenient. Look around, all you’ll see is plastic. We eat from it, drink from it, and depend on it day after 

day. Parents rely on plastic to protect their children. Car seats, high chairs, and safety latches all contain plastic 

and help keep kids safe. Plastic makes modern life possible. Sure, plastic is cheap and convenient, but in the long 

run its disadvantages out-weigh its perks. 

 Huge corporations dupe us into believing all plastics can be recycled. On the contrary, very little plastic 

can be reused and all of it harms our environment. Plastic bags fall under the 50 percent of plastic used only once. 

One million bags are used every minute in the U.S. This amounts to thousands of tons of unnecessary garbage 

that overflows landfills and chokes our environment. Currently, we recover only 5 percent of produced plastic. 

The recycling symbol can be placed on any package, deceiving consumers. Little of what we throw into our recy-

cling bins is salvaged. Our country utilizes 1.6 billion gallons of oil a year on plastic bags alone. This increases our 

dependency on foreign oil and creates greenhouse gasses. The more plastic bags we waste, the more fossil fuels 

we squander. 

 The Pacific Ocean has now become a giant bin full of garbage. Billions of pounds of plastic debris swirl 

endlessly in massive converges in the ocean. These trash islands cover up 40 percent of the world’s ocean surfac-

es. Plastic finds its way to our water sources and never really goes away. We impact salt and freshwater alike with 

our constant plastic waste. The Great Pacific Garbage Patch sits off the coast of California floating in The North 
Pacific Gyre. Our everyday plastic drifts into the ocean contributing to the 90 percent of marine debris that origi-

nates on land. Marine debris accumulates because it is not biodegradable. It breaks down into tiny pieces that 

animals mistake for food. Everyday, we murder helpless animals. Over 100,000 marine animals die each year on 

account of ocean debris. We poison our own oceans and then turn a blind eye to the victims of our crimes. 

Loose plastic nets entangle defenseless animals. They starve and drown in abandoned “ghost nets”. We are re-

sponsible for this atrocity. We are responsible for the death of thousands of creatures. We are responsible for 

cleaning up the mess we have created.  

 Plastic has taken the world by storm. All day long, we encounter plastic in all shapes and forms. Fortu-

nately, we can decrease our dependency on this material. We all have a chance to shrink our ecological and car-

bon footprint. Bags are costly to the environment. Bring your own bag to grocery stores and encourage others to 

do the same. Reusing bags and bottles reduces plastic consumption tremendously. Three-hundred million plastic 

coffee cups are used daily. Choosing to bring your own mug to coffee shops diminishes lids, cups, and plastic lin-

ing. Remember to recycle. Pick # 1 and # 2 plastics. Both these plastics are most commonly recycled. Finally, sup-

port plastic bag bans. At least 40 countries around the world have already banned, or put a fee on plastic bags. In 

doing so, they reduced plastic waste by 90 percent. In Hood River alone, we use more that 5 million plastic bags a 

year. Banning or placing a fee on plastic bags lessens our pollution and helps our environment. As a community, 

we can band together and improve the world for future generations. 

 Our dependency on plastic continues to destroy our Earth and everything on it. The reality of plastic 

pollution is harsh, but it doesn't have to be. We still have time to save our oceans before it's too late. By banning 

plastic bags in Hood River, we eliminate hundreds of tons of pollution and help heal our damaged environment. 


